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1 ST, PETER, ii. 16. 


AS FREE, AND NOT USING YOUR LIBERTY FOR A CLOAK OF 
MALICIOUSNESS, BUT AS THE SERVANTS oF Gor, 


HRISTIANITY, while it provides, chiefly, for the 
* future intereſts of men, by no means overlooks their 

preſent ; but is, indeed, ſtudious to make it's followers 
as happy in both worlds, as they are capable of being. 


As an inſtance of this beneficent purpoſe, we may obſerve, 
that the religion of Jeſus is moſt friendly to the civir AnD 
RELIGIOUS LIBERTIES of mankind, 


B / There 


[6] 


There is ſomething in the conſtitution of our nature, which 
leads men to expect, and even claim, as much independence on 
the will and caprice of each other, as the ends of ſociety, and 
the form of government, under which they live, will permit. 


Agreeably to theſe inſtincts, or concluſions of reaſon, call 
them which you will, the Goſpel, both in it's genius and pre- 


cepts, invites it's profeſſors to the love and cultivation of 


LIBERTY. It allows the freedom of private judgment, in 
which the eſſence of religious liberty conſiſts: And it indulges 
our natural love of civi/ liberty, not only by giving an expreſs 
preference “ to it, before a ſtate of ſlavery, when by juſt and 
lawful means we can obtain it; but, alſo, by erecting our 
thoughts, and giving us highet notions of the value and dignity 
of human nature (now redeemed by ſo immenſe a price, as the 


blood of the lamb of God), and conſequently by repreſenting a 


ſervile condition. as more degrading. and diſhonourable to us, 


than, on the footing of mere reaſon, we could have con- 


ceived, a 

But now this great indulgence of heaven, like every other, is 
hable to be miſuſed; and was, in fact, fo miſuſed even in the 
early times, when this indulgenee of the Goſpel to the natural 
feelings of men was, with the Goſpel itſelf, firſt notified and 
declared. For the zealot Jews, full of theocratic ideas, were 
forward to conclude, that their Chriſtian privileges abſolved 
them from obedience to civil government: And the believing 


* 
* 1 Cor. Vl, 21—24. 


Gentiles 
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Gentiles (who had not the Jewiſh prejudices to miſlead them) 
were yet unwilling to think that the Goſpel had not, at leaft, 
ſet them free from domeſtic ſlavery; which was the too general 
condition of thoſe converts in their heathen ſtate, 


Theſe notions, as they were not authorized by Chriſtianity 
(which made no immediate and dire& change in the politic and 
perſonal condition of mankind), fo, if they had not been op- 
poſed and diſcountenanced, would have given great ſcandal to 
the ruling powers in every country, where the Chriſtians reſided, 
and have very much obſtructed the propagation of the Chriſtian 
faith. | | 


The holy Spirit, therefore, to guard the rifing Church from 
theſe miſchiefs, ſaw fit,. by the Apoſtle Peter, to admoniſh both 
the Jewiſh and Gentile converts to conduct themſelves, as free 
men, indeed, ſo far as they were, or could honeſtly contrive to 
become, free (for that their religion no way difallowed) ; but 
not, as mſufing the liberty, they had, or might have (which 


every principle of their religion, as well as prudence, forbad). 


As free, ſays he, and not uſing your liberty for a cloak of maliciouſ< 
neſs : As if he had ſaid, 4 Be careful to obſerve a due mean in 
this matter: Maintain your juſt liberties ; yet ſo, as not to gra- 
tify your malignant paſſions under pretence of diſcharging that 
duty.” And the better to ſecure the obſervance of this precept, 
he adds—but as the ſervants of God—that is, Remember ye 
are ſo to employ your liberty as never to forget the ſervice ye 
owe to God; who, in the preſent inſtance, commands you to 
obey Magiſtrates, that is, to ſubmit yourſelves to the govern- 

B 2 ment, 


ES J 
ment, under which ye live, not only for wrath, for fear of pu- 
niſhment, but for conſcience fake.” 


And this caution, ſo guarded by religious, as well as moral 
conſiderations, was the more important, becauſe no word is ſo 
faſcinating to the common ear, as that of Liberty, while the 
few only know what it means; and the many, of all ranks, 
in all times, miſtake it for licence. 


And well had it been if this warning voice of the holy 
Apoſtle, which ſunk deep into the hearts of the firſt Chriſtians, 


had continued to make the fame impreſſion on the whole Chriſ- 


tian world ; which, unhappily, has contemned, or at leaſt 
neglected it, in almoſt all ages; but never more remarkably, 
than in thoſe diſaſtrous days, which the preſent ſolemuity calls 
upon us to recollect, and lament. 


I. The great quarrel of the times, I ſpeak of, was opened 


with the cry of RELIGIous LIBERTY; not without reaſon, it 
muſt be confeſſed, yet with an ill grace in the complainants ; 
who certainly would have denied to others what they ſo pe- 
remptorily, and indeed with too much petulance, demanded 
for themſelves. . 


The ſource of this evil (to do juſtice to all ſides) is to be 
ſought in the Reformation itſelf ; which, when it had ſucceeded 
in its great view of cleanſing Religion from the corruptions of 
popery, concluded rhat no man could have reaſon, thenceforth, 


to diflent from the national church; ; and that an univerſal 
conformity 
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conformity to its diſcipline and doctrine was to be exaCted. 
The concluſion was natural enough in their ſituation ; and the 
benefit of ſuch conformity, paſt diſpute. But it was not con- 
ſidered, that differences will ariſe, many times, without rea- 
ſon ; and, when they do, that force is not the proper way to 
compoſe them. This overſight continued long, and had ter- 
rible effects. It kept the Proteſtants of all denominations from 
entertaining juſt ideas of Toleration ; the /aft great point of 
reformed religion, which was clearly underſtood, and perhaps 
the only one of real moment in which the extraordinary per- 
ſons, whom Providence raiſed up to be the conductors of our 
Reformation, were deficient. 


In this ſtate of things, it unfortunately happened that the 
Reformation was ſuddenly checked by the return of Popery, 
which forced many pious and. eminent men to take refuge in 
the Proteſtant churches abroad; where they grew enamoured 
of certain forms of church-government, different from thoſe 
that prevailed at home ; and which, on their ſubſequent” re- 
turn, they fanatically ſtrave to obtrude on their brethren, and 
to erect, under the new name of THERE DiscieLiNng, on the 
ruins of the eſtabliſhed hierarchy. So unreaſonable a preten- 
ſion naturally alarmed and exaſperated thoſe who had power in 
their hands, and had their prejudices too, not leſs violent than 
thoſe, by which the Puritans (for that was the name they 
went by) were poſſeſſed. The conſequence was what might 
be expected. A 7oleration for, their diſcipline out of the eſtab- 
liſhment, which was all they ſhould have aimed at, and to 
which, they had a right, would not have fatisfied them; and 

| their. 
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their iniquitous claim of Dominion was too naturally repaid by 
penal laws and compulſive ſtatutes : that is, one ſort of tyran- 
ny was repreſſed and counteracted by another. And thus mat- 
ters continued through ſeveral reigns ; till ſome more preſſing 
claims of civil liberty, mixing with theſe ſtruggles for church - 
dominion, overthrew, in the end, the antient ecclefiaſtical 
government; drove the biſhops from their ſees, the liturgy 
from our churches, and brought in the claſſical regimen, en- 
forced, in its turn, as the epiicopal one Red been, with the 


rigours of perſecution, 


Still, the reſtleſs ſpirit of the times continuing, or rather in- 
creaſing, this new model was forced to give way to another, 
which aſſumed the more popular name of Independency ; under 
whoſe broad wing a thouſand ſes ſprung up, each more ex- 
travagant than other, till, in the end, all order in religious 
matters, and religion itſelf, diſappeared, under the 3 
torrent of fanaticiſm and confuſion. 


Such is the brief, but juſt account of the religious factions 


of thoſe days: from which we collect how miſerably the zealots 
for religious liberty defeated their own aims; or rather how 
wickedly they contended for power and libertiniſm, under the 
maſk of liberty: An evil, which could not have happened, 
had they paid the leaſt regard to the Apoſtle's injunction of 
being free, but noi as Ws their liberiy for a cloak of maliciouſ= 


neſs. 


II. The 


N 


II. The claims of ctvit LISERTYV (which fprung up amid 
this rage of religious parties) were better founded; were for a 
time carried on more ſoberly; and, as was fitting, were, at 
firſt, attended with better ſucceſs. 


The mixed form of the Engliſ government, originally 
founded on the principles of liberty, had, from many concur- 
ring cauſes, degenerated into a kind of monarchical deſpotiſm, 
which an unqueſtionably virtuous, but miſin formed and miſ- 
guided Prince, was for moulding into a regular ſyſtem. Hap- 
pily the growing light and fpirit of the times excited a general 
impatience of that project; and produced a ſteady and con- 
ſtitutional oppoſition to it. The diſtreſſes of government aided 
the friends of liberty, who managed their advantage ſo well 
as, in proceſs of time, to ſupport their claims, redreſs their 
grievances, eſtabliſh their rights, and, in a word, to reduce 
the Crown, from the exorbitances it affected, within the antient 
and legal boundaries of the Conſtitution. 


This the patriots of that time effected; with great advan- 
tage to their country, and with fingular honour to themſelves. . 
Nothing indeed could have equalled their glory, had their 
labours in the cauſe of liberty ſtopped there. But, beſides that 
ſome means employed by them, in the proſecution of their 
beſt-intended ſervices, cannot be juſtified ; the intention itſelf 
of many of them, hitherto ſo pure, began to grow corrupt ; 
their fears and paſſions tranſported them too far; their public 


ends degenerated into ſclfiſh: having vindicated the conſtitu- 
3 tion, 


L072 
tion, their own ſecurity, or ſome worſe motive, prompted them 
to make free with it, that is, to commit the very fault they 
had ſo juſtly reſented at the hands of their Sovereign: In a 
word, the patriots, in their turn, inſulted the Crown, and in- 
vaded the Conſtitution. þ 


The particulars are well known. Ambitious leaders aroſe, 


or the old leaders in the popular cauſe turned ambitious. Un- 


conſtitutional claims were made: unconſtitutional ſchemes 
were meditated: what before was ſelf-defence and ſober policy, 
was, now, revenge and hate : the nation grew delirious, aud 
the civil war followed. ; 


The reſt 1s recorded in the diſguſting annals of thoſe times, 
Six deſolating years brought on the ſubverſion of the monarchy ; 
and (as if the victors meant to inſult the law itſelf) by I know 
not what forms of mock-juſtice, the bloody ſcene was wantonly 
cloſed with the public arraignment, trial, condemnation, and 
execution of the monarch. ] 

The tragedy of this day was the laſt inſolent triumph of 
pretended liberty, What followed, was the moſt avowed ty- 
rauny ; upheld for a while by force and great ability, but ter- 
minating at length in wild and powerleſs anarchy. 


Such, again, were the miſerable conſequences of not obſery- 


ing the Apoſtle's rule of being free, but not as ufing liberty for 
a cl.ak of maliciouſneſs. Freedom was, firſt, juſtly ſought after, 


and happily obtained: It "_ then, made the cover of every 


ſelfiſh 
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1.494 
ſelfiſh and malicious paſſion, till the wearers of it were enabled 
to throw it off, as an uſeleſs diſguiſe ; when bare-faced tyranny 
and licentious miſrule were ſeen to emerge from beneath this 


ſpecious mantle of public liberty. 


The ResToRATION, which followed, redeemed theſe na- 
tions from ſome part of the miſeries, which their madneſs had 
brought on themſelves. But for the full eſtabliſhment of our 
civil and religious rights, we were finally and chiefly indebted 


to the REevoLuTION. 


From that memorable æra, we became, in every ſenſe of 


the word, a free people. Conſcience was ſecured in the 


exerciſe of it's juſt rights by a legal toleration : and the civil 
conſtitution was reſtored to it's integrity. 


HI. Such are the obſervations, which the ſad ſtory of the 
times, we have been reviewing, obviouſly ſuggeſts to us. 
And now let us pauſe a little : And having before us what 
the nation ſo long ſuffered, and what it fo late acquired; 
that is, the horrors of fanatical tyranny, on the one hand, 
and the bleſſings of eſtabliſhed order and freedom, on the 
other; let us inquire diſpaſſionately what improvements we 
have made of both. Have the black pages' of cur annals 


given us a juſt abhorrence of the principles and practices. 
which brought that cloud over them ? And have the bright 


ones, which ſo happily at length ſucceeded, affected our hearts 
and lives, as, in all reaſonable: expectation, they ought ? In 
particular, (to keep the momentous admonition of my text 

0 G in 


L ] 
in full view) has the moſt perfect LIBERTY, civil and religious, 
been acknowledged with that thankfulneſs, it calls for, or 
been enjoyed with that ſobriety, which ſo d a gift of 
heaven ſhould naturally inſpire? | | 


1. To begin with RELIC rovs liberty. 


Has this great privilege, ſo rightfully belonging to us, as 
men, as Proteſtants, and as Chriſtians, which ſo many ages 
had panted after, and the laſt fo happily obtained, Has this in- 
valuable acquiſition been employed by us to the promotion of 
it's proper ends, the cultivation of juſt inquiry, and manly 
piety? On the contrary, has not the right of private judg- 
ment been abuſed to the worſt of purpoſes, The open profeflion 
of libertiniſm in principle, and it's conſequent encouragement 
of all corruption in practice? Has not religious liberty been the 
cloak, under which revealed and even natural religion has been 
inſulted ; infidelity, and even atheitm, , avowed ;. and the moſt 
flagitious tenets, propagated among the people? In a word, 
has not every ſpecies of what is called free-thinking, free r 
mg, and ir been carried to an extreme ? 


But to come to thoſe, who are not guilty of theſe exceſſes; 
have eve, all of us, made the proper uſe of the foſtering liberty 


we enjoy in-religious matters ? Have we been careful to apply it 


to the purpoſe of diſpaſſionately ſtudying the ſacred ſcriptures; 
of inveſtigating their true ſenſe with a due veneration for the 
high authority, they claim, and for the awful ſubjects, they 


ſet before us ; and of maintaining our concluſions from them: 
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with a becoming modeſty, which in ſuch inquiries can hardly 
be too great? Have we betrayed no ſymptoms of bigotry even 
in diſclaiming it? Are we ready to indulge that candour to 
others, which we ſo juſtly expect ourſelves? And is the public 
wiſdom itſelf treated by thoſe, who ſpeculate, at their eaſe, 
under the moſt tolerant eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity, that ever. 
exiſted, Has it been treated, I do not ſay, with a blind ſubmiſ- 
ſion (God forbid !) but with that decent reſpect, which is ſurely 
due to it? In ſhort, have we, in our ſeveral fituations and cha- 
racters, been careful to exert the full ſpirit of Chriſtian charity, 
which, one is ready to think, ſhould naturally ſpring up from 
Chriſtian liberty ; or, at leaſt, to obſerve that temper of mutual 
forbearance, which ſhould ſeem to be an eaſy as well as reaſon- 
able duty, now that all uvjuſt wa and provoking ſeverities 


are withdrawn 7 


rs Thus much for our religious liberttes. Have our etvtt, 
on which we equally, and with good reaſon, value ourſelves, 
been ſecured from all abuſe? Have we that reverence of juſt 
authority, not only as lodged in the perſons of inferior. magiſ- 
trates, or in the ſacred perſon of the ſupreme Magiſtrate, but 
as reſiding in the Law itſelf (in which the public will, that is, 
the whole collective authority of the State is, as it were, con- 
centered), Have we, I fay, that ingenuous and ſubmiſſive re- 
ſpe& for this authority, which not only reaſon and religion, but 
true policy, and every man's proper intereſt requires? Our 
boaſted Conſtitution itſelf, now ſo accurately defined and gene- 
rally underſtood, Does it meet with that awful regard from us, 
which it Juſtly deſerves? — we anxious, that, of it's ſeveral 

C2 | «parts, 
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parts, each ſhould have it's full * without interfering with 
any other? And are we ſufficiently on our guard againſt a ſpirit 
of innovation, which, after all our experience, can have no 
probable view of effecting much good, but may eafily do unfore- 
ſeen and irreparable miſchief? It is true, in the leſs perfect 
forms of government, alterations may not be ſo ſenſibly felt. 
But in a Polity, like our's, ſo nicely and artificially adjuſted; 
and, like a well-conſtruQted arch, held together by the inti- 
mate relation and mutual preflure of its ſeveral parts, the re- 
moval or even change of any one may looſen the connexion of 
the reſt, and, by disjointing the whole fabrick, bring it unex- 


Oe? on our heads. 8 
4G: 
Let me, whw, repeat the momentous queſtion. Have we that 
relipious reverence for the Conſtitution which it's value, its 
authority, it's compact and harmonious contexture, fo evi-- 
dently demands.? And, when it hath. beſtowed upon us the 
bleflings of civil liberty, in as full meaſure, as is perhaps con- 
fiſtent with government itſelf, are we only ſolicitous to preſerve 
it pure, enjoy it thankfully, and krauſmit it, unimpaired by 
baſty and hazardous experiments, tathe generations to come ?” 


Ir to theſe, and. other queſtions N the like ſort, we can an- 
ſwer to our ſatisfaction, it is well, If we cannot, we ſhould: 
lay hold on the preſent occaſion of recollecting the miſcarriages 
and the miſeries of paſt times, and of regulating our conduct 
by the inſtructive leflons, which they read to us. We thall ſee 
in every inſtance, I have ſuggeſted to. you, how the abuſe of 


religious and civil liberty kept operating in thoſe days, till it 
1 produced 


1 
produced g the rum and the loſs of both—the irreparable loſs, if 
it had not pleaſed a gracious providence to be much kinder to 


us, than we deſerved, or had reaſon ws expect. 


þ Not to profit by this experience onda eſpe · 
cially, when the date of it is ſo recent, and when Mis ſolemn, 
day of humiliation (for that purpoſe kept up by. authority) ſo- 
affectingly reminds us of it. We cannot, if we reflect on. what: 
it ſets before us, but ſee in the moſt convincing manner, that, to- 
reap the benefits of the beſt government, we muſt,. ourſelves, be- 
moderate and wiſe ; and that 1% uſe our liberty for a cloak of ma- 
| liciouſneſ5 is, at once, the greateſt impiety in thoſe, who profeſs: 
4 themſelves the ſervants of God, and the greateſt folly in thoſe 
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